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Introduction 

“I’m a homeschool mom failure.” Those words taunted me throughout my 

first year of homeschooling. I was trying to educate my 6 year old daughter while 

juggling the demands of a baby. I had filled our days with co-op classes and extra-

curricular activities in an attempt to socialize my daughter while neglecting my 

own need for fellowship. I purchased several different curricula for each subject 

hoping there wouldn’t be any gaps in my daughter’s education. I became 

discouraged as I compared my daughter, my home and our homeschool experience 

to that of other families.  

I tried to believe that homeschooling would benefit my family in the long 

run. I just couldn’t see how to get past all the hurdles I was facing each day. I 

began to question whether I was really capable of homeschooling my children. 

Perhaps you feel the same way? 

Homeschooling can be an amazing experience for your family; bonds are 

strengthened, faith is passed on from one generation to the next and learning takes 

place in the everyday moments of life. 

Homeschooling isn’t without its challenges though. Many moms have faced 

homeschool burnout long before they got to experience the fruit of their labor. It 

doesn’t have to be that way. Years of listening to the wisdom of others have 

revealed to me five secrets for homeschool success. 
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Secret #1 Don’t Homeschool Alone 

My first year of homeschooling was a lonely one. I made every effort to find 

friends for my daughter but I neglected to do the same for myself. I thought that 

my close friends, whose kids were in public school, would be enough. I didn’t 

realize the value of surrounding myself with other moms who could relate to my 

homeschooling struggles and encourage me to press on. 

If you are a homeschooling mom you know that having your child around 

you 24/7 is exhausting. The added task of educating your child in addition to 

managing your home and nurturing your marriage can be overwhelming. In order 

to avoid burnout, it is key that you don’t homeschool alone. 

The most important relationship you have is with the Lord. Make time to be 

in the Word and in prayer on a regular basis. You will need God’s wisdom, 

strength, endurance and patience to succeed at homeschooling.  

You probably have some amazing friends but if they aren’t homeschooling 

their own children, they can’t offer you the insight you need to get through a 

difficult homeschool day. It is so beneficial to find homeschool mom friends who 

can share the wisdom they have gained from their own experiences. One place to 

meet other homeschool moms is at a local homeschool support group or co-op. It 

helps to know that you have homeschool friends cheering you on. 

Sometimes finding real-life homeschool mom friends can be hard but don’t 

give up on your search. If you need an extra dose of encouragement you can join 

an online homeschool mom community. Even though I have a great community of 

homeschool moms around me, I still find it helpful to share with others online. 
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There are many online communities out there for homeschoolers. If you are 

interested, you can join my homeschool Facebook group that is available to my 

newsletter subscribers. I’d love to connect with you there. 

Each year as school draws to an end I am tempted to hand my children off to 

another teacher so I can have some time to myself. That’s when I know I need to 

surround myself with like-minded people. I do this by attending a homeschool 

convention and I encourage you to do the same. A homeschool convention 

provides you with an opportunity to hear from experienced homeschool speakers 

and get away from the hustle and bustle at home. You will be able to regroup, 

refresh and refocus for the coming school year. 

While hearing from speakers at a convention is always uplifting, there are 

times when you just need to talk to a seasoned homeschooler about the struggles 

you are facing and the questions you have. One of the best ways to succeed at 

home education is to glean wisdom from a veteran. If you can’t find an 

experienced mom to talk to in person then a homeschool consultant might be a 

great option for you. They offer a listening ear, practical tips and wisdom from 

years of experience. 

I can’t tell you how many times I have felt like giving up only to be uplifted 

by a fellow homeschool mom. Don’t underestimate the value of having others pour 

into your life. Remember, don’t homeschool alone! 

  

http://www.janelleknutson.com/subscribe/
http://www.janelleknutson.com/consulting/
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Secret #2 Purchase Curriculum and Choose Activities 

Based on Your Goals 

Looking back, I’m amazed at how many activities I tried to squeeze into our 

week and how many different lessons I forced my daughter to do that first year of 

homeschooling. I was so wrapped up in my daily struggles and trying not to fail 

that I neglected to set goals that would help me see the bigger picture. 

It is important to set aside some time to write down the goals you have for 

your child. Imagine your son or daughter on their graduation day. Who do you 

want them to be? What knowledge do you want them to possess? What skills do 

you want them to have? Where do you want them to be in their walk with the 

Lord? 

The goals my husband and I have for each of our children are summed up in 

our family vision statement: “To raise and educate children who love the Lord with 

all their hearts and minds, who are equipped to defend their faith, and who are 

dedicated to using the gifts and talents God has given them to serve and bless 

others for the glory of God.” 

Each time I have to make a decision about a curriculum or an activity, I ask 

myself whether it will help or hinder my child in reaching these goals. I want to 

use my family’s time and resources wisely so that we can finish our 

homeschooling journey with success. 

I encourage you to do the same. Jot down the goals you have for your child 

or create a family vision statement. Reference these goals when it comes time to 
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pick curriculum or choose which activities to participate in. This should help you 

narrow down your curriculum purchase and keep you from overcommitting your 

family. Too many activities can burnout even the most energetic mom. 
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Secret #3 Make Learning a Lifestyle 

I know how tempting it is to recreate public school at home. I spent the first 

few years of homeschooling trying to squeeze school time into my family’s daily 

routine. I got bogged down trying to juggle homeschooling with the rest of life. 

But homeschooling is really a lifestyle of ongoing learning. 

Instead of thinking of home education as another item on your to-do list, try 

viewing it as part of your everyday life. You will have to set aside time each day to 

tackle the textbooks but formal education is just one aspect of homeschooling. The 

rest of learning takes place through living life together. 

Your child will learn the importance of serving others when they help 

prepare a meal for a sick neighbor. They can learn to have a joyful attitude while 

doing chores at home. Discovering the marvelous world God has made can happen 

by venturing outside for a family hike. When learning becomes a lifestyle you will 

find your child and yourself eager to learn by asking questions, searching out truth 

and holding up everything you learn to God’s Word. 

It is necessary for me to add a caution here, that in your effort to make 

learning a lifestyle you don’t forget to have fun for the sake of having fun. Just 

because you are educating your kids at home doesn’t mean that you need to make 

every moment a learning experience. Spend time doing something your family 

enjoys without making it into a lesson. One of the great benefits of homeschooling 

is the opportunity to build healthy family relationships. 
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Secret #4 Don’t Compare 

It was a few years into our homeschooling journey. I sat outside of my 

daughter’s co-op class and listened to the other moms talk about their children. 

One mom shared how her young kids were learning Latin, another lady bragged 

that her daughter had been reading since she was three years old and several moms 

had their children in numerous extra-curricular activities. Later that night I got 

online to read a few homeschool related blog posts. One blogger shared pictures of 

her pristine home and well organized school room. 

There I was sitting in the middle of a disaster zone I called home. I was 

worrying about the school lessons we never got to that day because the toddler was 

into everything and I was too tired (and pregnant) to deal with the mess. I felt like 

a failure when I compared myself to the homeschool moms I overheard that day 

and the blogger who seemed to have it all together. 

Every family has its own set of struggles. We often don’t see the difficulties 

that others are facing because everyone likes to put their successes on display and 

hide their failures. Know that if you are seeking the Lord and choosing to follow 

his direction then you are exactly where God wants your family to be. Some 

seasons of homeschooling have more challenges than others. Keep your eyes on 

the Lord instead of on others and you will find more joy in whatever circumstance 

you are facing. 
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Secret #5 Hearts First, Heads Second 

I grew up thinking that the purpose of education was to get good grades so I 

could get into a good college so I could get a good job and make lots of money. 

The focus was always on gaining head knowledge with little thought to the state of 

the child’s heart. So, when I began to homeschool my oldest child I wrongly 

assumed that the reason for homeschooling was to give my child a superior 

education in reading, writing and arithmetic. 

It took me awhile to realize that education is more than the sum of the 

textbooks you read and the number of tests you ace. It is preparation for life. What 

better way to prepare my children for the future than to teach them the importance 

of loving God, knowing His Word and serving others? 

Homeschooling will be easier if you attend to your child’s heart first and his 

head second. I know from experience that homeschooling an obedient and 

respectful child is more enjoyable than educating a defiant one. Teaching your 

child character qualities like obedience, respect, patience and self-control are just 

as important as learning to read or memorizing math facts.  

If your child is struggling with a bad attitude, take time to pray, read God’s 

Word and point your child to Christ. One of the benefits of homeschooling is being 

able to demonstrate to your child the importance of relying on the Lord in every 

circumstance whether that is praying for wisdom while doing a math problem, 

finding joy in caring for a sibling or respectfully obeying a parent. 

I encourage you to make the study of God’s Word your first priority. This 

doesn’t mean that it has to be the first thing you do every morning but it does mean 
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that you see it as more valuable than any other subject you teach your kids.  When 

you put God first you gain a new, healthier perspective for the rest of your day. 

A child whose heart is turned towards the Lord can be used by God to do 

amazing things despite their lack of education. However, a well-educated child 

whose heart is as hard as stone will spend their life working in vain. Prioritizing 

your child’s relationship with the Lord will benefit them for years to come. 
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Conclusion 

As I write this, my oldest child is getting ready to graduate from high school. 

I can’t believe that the little girl who I taught to read is finishing up her home 

education. The days seemed so long but the years were too short. I could not have 

imagined on that first day of homeschooling how quickly twelve years would pass 

by. 

Cherish the time you have with your child because you will be graduating 

that son or daughter before you know it. Homeschooling can be challenging but the 

best things in life are often the hardest to come by. So, on the days when your 

patience is running low and the last thing you want to do is homeschool another 

minute, don’t give up! The rewards that you will reap in the years to come will be 

worth it. With these five secrets for success, I hope your time spent homeschooling 

will be a little easier. 
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