Getting Started in Homeschooling
Janelle Knutson (www.janelleknutson.com)

A. Know why you are homeschooling and write it down.

B. Commit to 2 years of homeschooling

C. Determine how you will legally homeschool
1) Start your own Private School (file a Private School Affidavit online between Oct. 1-15)
*information and step by step instructions can be found at www.cheaofca.org
2) Enroll in a Private School Satellite Program (PSP)
*a list of PSP’s can be found at www.cfssd.org under the “Resource” link
	3) Arrange for private tutoring done by a CA credentialed teacher.
	4) Enroll in a charter school or independent study through a public school.

D. Join HSLDA (www.hslda.org)

E. Set up your files
1) Files needed for those homeschooling privately:
a) Copy of Private School Affidavit
b) Attendance records for each child
c) Course of Study (see www.cheaofca.org for sample)
d) Document listing your faculty (that is you!) and your qualifications to teach
e) Health immunization records or waiver 
f) Report of Health Examination for School Entry or the waiver of Health Check-up for School Entry (within 90 days of entering first grade)
g) Tdap documentation
2) Information and sample forms can be found on CHEA’s website. Links to health forms can also be found on CHEA’s website. Complete instructions for setting up your own private school can be found in the book, An Introduction to Home Education: How to begin your private homeschool in California, by Susan Beatty.

F. Find support for YOU (the parent)

G. Find a homeschool support group for your kids (visit www.cfssd.org for a list of local support groups)






H. Determine what Educational Philosophy works best for your family.
1) Traditional textbook/workbook – like public/private schools; kids read textbooks, do worksheets and take tests
2) Charlotte Mason- A method in which children are taught through a wide range of interesting living books, firsthand experiences, and good habits.
3) Classical education- based on the trivium (or 3 stages of learning) that include the grammar stage (memorization), logic/dialectic stage (learn to analyze information and make connections) and the rhetoric stage (learns to use facts learned along with logic to express own ideas through speech and writing)
4) Unit Study method- a unifying theme is integrated throughout all the subjects
5) Unschooling/Relaxed Homeschooling- letting the child take the lead in what is studied and taught based on his/her interests and abilities

I. Determine how your child learns best.
1) Visual Learner- one who learns best through visual images such as reading, videos and watching others
2) Auditory Learner- one who learns best through hearing
3) Kinesthetic Learner- one who learns best by doing, touching and using manipulatives

J. Determine what your family’s needs are.

K. Pick Curriculum!
1) 101 Top Picks for Homeschool Curriculum by Cathy Duffy
2) Websites to help you pick curriculum:
www.cathyduffyreviews.com
[bookmark: _GoBack]www.homeschoolreviews.com
www.homeschool-curriculum.org

L. Organize your home and decide on a schedule for homeschooling.

M. Withdrawal your child from their previous school (if you are filing your own affidavit)
1) Sample withdrawal letter can be found in the book, An Introduction to Home Education, or online at www.cheaofca.org
2) Make sure your HSLDA membership is active BEFORE doing this

N. Pray, trust the Lord and then pick a day and start! You CAN DO THIS!

HELPFUL RESOURCES:
www.cheaofca.org	www.cfssd.org		www.pheofca.org	www.janelleknutson.com
An Introduction to Home Education by Susan Beatty
The High School Handbook by Mary Schofield
101 Top Picks for Homeschool Curriculum by Cathy Duffy
